Samuel Maynard Bigger
June 21, 1957 - September 13, 2020

Samuel Maynard Bigger, 63, passed away on September 13, 2020 in Salt Lake City, Utah.
He was born June 21, 1957 in Los Angeles, California and was adopted by James
Stephen and Doris Elizabeth Bigger. He married Diane Burns on April 8, 1983 in the Salt
Lake City temple and had three beautiful children together: Melissa, Robby, and Jesse.
Sam spent his early years in California, and New Mexico until his family decided to settle
in Satellite Beach, Florida. He grew up a block away from the beach and was an avid
surfer. He loved to play baseball, where he was a pitcher; but his ultimate love was and
still is football. He was being recruited by Alabama as a Junior in high school, but they
would not honor a leave for a two year LDS mission so he did not pursue his football
career past high school. Sam served in the Arizona Holbrook Mission from 1976-78. He
attended BYU and when Lavelle Edwards found out Sam was there, he invited Sam to
play football with them. At this time, Sam had medical problems that prevented him from
playing with them, but oh, how he wanted to. Sam graduated from BYU with a master’s
degree in Computer Science.
Sam and Diane knew of each other while at BYU but their paths did not cross until both
had employment at Beehive International. Their children lovingly teased them that they
failed BYU because they did not date and marry before both graduated. One of their first
dates involved a trip to the Holiday Bowl and jalapeno ice cream.
Sam was a mighty giant in the computer industry. He was known for being able to pull the
company out of difficult situations. He worked for IBM, Sun Microsystems, Veritas,
IMCloud, Linux Networx to name a few. He loved to program but his career took him into
computer architecture where he designed super computers. He was humble when it came
to his accomplishments, but when you talk to those who worked with him, all they could do
was sing his praise and abilities which were above the normal worker.
His greatest joy, though, was working from home where he was with his family 24/7. Diane
homeschooled their children which allowed the kids to join their father in his office when

school was done. He greatly enjoyed watching his children play sports as his health
allowed. His greatest lament was when they grew up and left home for college and
missions. When they came home to visit, he relished every moment with them. As sick as
he was at the end, he savored the times when he could play games as a family, Dominion
being his favorite. He always begged his children to move back home or stay longer with
him.
Sam had many church callings from being in the Elders Quorum presidency, home
teacher, but his favorite was working in the library. The first time you met him you entered
as a stranger but left as a friend; the second time you left as family. He did not enjoy being
in large groups but loved being with people one on one. He was a very honest, kind, and
giving person. As his health decreased, he was not able to attend his church meetings,
but you saw and heard him studying his scriptures daily as well as current political events
(his second love after football). He enjoyed sharing the gospel and talking politics with
anyone.
He is survived by his wife Diane, children Melissa Dawn, Robert Steven, and James
Jesse; his sister Azalia Kirouac, niece Samantha Jamie Bigger; Diane’s siblings Doug and
Jill Burns, Colleen and Scott Tilleman, Roger Burns, Buffy Burns, Norman and Tracy
Burns; many nieces and nephews, and great nieces and nephews.
He was preceded in death by his parents, James Stephen and Doris Elizabeth Nix Bigger,
and his beloved brother Shannon James Bigger.
Viewing will be Friday, September 18, from 7-9 pm. A short viewing will be held Saturday,
September 19 from 10-10:45am followed by the funeral service at 11am. All will be held at
the Granite View Stake Center at 9880 South 3100 East, Sandy, Utah. The service will be
available live via Zoom, information on joining the Zoom meeting can be found below.
Internment will be at the Midway City Cemetery.
The family wishes to thank the Sandy City EMS team, the Wasatch Dialysis team, and the
many doctors and nurses who worked with Sam on his many and varied health problems.
Most especially we appreciate the Hohl family for being by our side, not just at the end,
but throughout many years.
Please share memories and condolences at www.serenityfhs.com.

Join Zoom Meeting:

https://ensign-edu.zoom.us/j/93962793865?pwd=ejl6ZlNteHF5dUY0cm5KWi8rT2FZUT09
Meeting ID: 939 6279 3865
Passcode: 993919

Cemetery Details
Midway City Cemetery
600 West 500 South
Midway, UT 84049

Previous Events
Viewing
SEP 18. 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM (MT)
Dimple Dell Park Ward
9880 South 3100 East
Sandy, UT 84092

Viewing #2
SEP 19. 10:00 AM - 10:45 AM (MT)
Dimple Dell Park Ward
9880 South 3100 East
Sandy, UT 84092

Funeral Service
SEP 19. 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM (MT)
Dimple Dell Park Ward
9880 South 3100 East
Sandy, UT 84092

Tribute Wall

MH

Sam was my best friend. He was the brother I never had. I remember sharing an
office together while we were working on our masters in computer science at the
same time. Sam had the patience of Job when tracking down a bug in a program.
Sam, Diane, and I all worked our first job at Beehive Intl. we all became great
friends together with my wife Karla. I was at his temple wedding to Diane and
they were so beautiful together. I remember being a recipient of jalapeño ice
cream along with Sam and Mark Klein. Sam was always an example to me. I will
love him and his family forever as they will always be my family as well, Sam and
I would spend hours at video games and he introduced Johnny Winter, AC/DC,
and Metallica to me. Rest In Peace my brother, we’ll see you soon enough.
Mike Haskell
Mike Haskell - September 19, 2020 at 08:00 PM

MP

Michelle and I were not able to attend the viewing, but I want to share some of the
memories I have of Sam.
He was a gentle giant. When I spoke with Sam, I always felt like he was focused
on me and genuinely wanted to hear what I had to say. I also knew I would come
away from our conversation with lower blood pressure. He had the effect on
people. We had technology, California and kids in common and that is where our
discussions usually went. I am not surprised that he was revered by his
colleagues because, although his knowledge was deep, he could have an
engaging and informative discussion with those who did not have his level of
understanding. Technical people like this are rare. He was one of the rare ones.
Sam loved his kids and DIane and was proud of them. I visited him a couple of
times when he was recovering in the hospital a few years back and it was obvious
that he was much more concerned about his loved ones than himself. That is the
kind of man he was.
Michelle, Alex, Max and myself send our condolences to the Bigger family. You
are in our prayers.
Mark & Michelle Parkinson - September 19, 2020 at 10:33 AM

NC

ve and light on it's way to Azalia Kirouac who unexpectedly lost her big brother,
Sam Bigger. I truly believe families are forever and that Sam is watching over
you. Please let me know if there is anything I can do.
Nicole Cook - September 17, 2020 at 03:14 PM

AS

I was one of the lucky people who got to know Sam. He was so fun to visit with
about, well, about anything! His sly humor and dry wit was worth every second I
spent with him. Love and hugs to Diane, Melissa, Robby, and Jesse.
Ann Smith - September 16, 2020 at 11:07 PM

TE

We love you Diane.....

Condolences to you and the family.

Tea - September 17, 2020 at 03:56 AM

JK

A truer friend could never be found! Oh, how we will miss Sam. Until we meet again,
dear friend. Our constant thoughts & prayers are with Diane, Melissa, Robby & Jesse.
Julie Klein - September 17, 2020 at 11:46 AM

BH

My husband Ed Hunsaker was Sam's Sea Scout Leader in Florida . What an
adventure they had. All the boys became certified Scuba divers with weekend trips to
the Florida Keyes. An old fishing boat was donated and refurbished. The bond they
built lasted a lifetime. Ed passed away exactly 2 months to the day before Sam. They
will have a great time strolling down memory lane.
Betty Hunsaker - September 18, 2020 at 03:24 AM

