Jodee Matsuda

November 6, 1951 - March 23, 2026

Funeral Service Zoom Link: https://zoom.us/j/98136021195

JODEE MATSUDA, 74, PASSED AWAY ON MARCH 23, 2026, IN LEHI,
UTAH. SHE WAS BORN NOVEMBER 6, 1951, IN SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH,
TO ALONZO WELCHMAN AND CATHERINE NEERINGS. SHE GREW UP
IN SANTA MONICA, CALIFORNIA, WHERE HER FAMILY RELOCATED
DURING HER FATHER’S LONG-TERM HOSPITALIZATION DUE TO POLIO.

AT AGE 8, JODEE WAS BAPTIZED AND CONFIRMED A MEMBER OF THE
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS. SHE WAS A
PROUD ALUMNA OF SANTA MONICA HIGH SCHOOL (SAMOHI), WHERE
SHE SERVED AS A SONG LEADER.

WHILE STUDYING AT BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY, SHE STUDENT-
TAUGHT ON A NAVAJO RESERVATION—AN EXPERIENCE THAT SHAPED
HER LIFELONG LOVE OF THE AMERICAN SOUTHWEST AND HER DEEP
COMPASSION FOR OTHERS. AFTER EARNING HER DEGREE IN
EDUCATION, SHE MARRIED HER HIGH SCHOOL SWEETHEART, GARY
STEVEN MATSUDA, ON JULY 27, 1974, IN THE LOS ANGELES
CALIFORNIA TEMPLE.

AFTER BRIEFLY TEACHING IN SALT LAKE CITY, JODEE AND GARY



LIVED ON THE EAST COASTI BEFORE SETTLING IN KANAGAWA, JAPAN,
WHERE THEY SPENT 26 YEARS RAISING THEIR FAMILY. THERE, SHE
TAUGHT ENGLISH, SUPPORTED HER CHILDREN’'S EDUCATION AND
MUSIC, AND SERVED FAITHFULLY IN CHURCH CALLINGS, INCLUDING
RELIEF SOCIETY AND PRIMARY PRESIDENT IN THE YOKOSUKA
BRANCH.

A DEVOTED WIFE AND MOTHER, JODEE CREATED A HOME CENTERED
ON FAITH, LEARNING, SERVICE, AND LOVE. SHE FILLED IT WITH
MUSIC, BOOKS, MEANINGFUL TRADITIONS, AND A DEEP
APPRECIATION FOR JAPANESE CULTURE, ALWAYS WELCOMING
OTHERS WITH WARMTH AND GENEROSITY.

SHE REGULARLY WORSHIPED IN THE TOKYO JAPAN TEMPLE AND
LATER THE MOUNT TIMPANOGOS UTAH TEMPLE AFTER RETIRING TO
CEDAR HILLS IN 2007. FOLLOWING GARY’S PASSING IN 2015, SHE
SERVED AS A MISSIONARY IN THE ARKANSAS BENTONVILLE MISSION.

JODEE WILL BE REMEMBERED FOR HER KINDNESS, LOVE OF
MOTOWN MUSIC AND BYU SPORTS, APPRECIATION FOR BEAUTY, AND
UNWAVERING FAITH IN GOD AND DEVOTION TO HER FAMILY. SHE
FOUND GREAT HAPPINESS IN SIMPLE MOMENTS—ESPECIALLY TIME
SPENT WITH HER DOG, AUGGIE, WHO WAS A CONSTANT SOURCE OF
LOVE AND COMFORT.

SHE IS SURVIVED BY HER CHILDREN: JAROM (SHELBY) OF SOUTH
JORDAN, UTAH; ELISA (ADAM LIMON) OF CEDAR HILLS, UTAH; AMMON
(KARA) OF THOUSAND OAKS, CALIFORNIA; AND LAUREL (KEITH OSAI)
OF NORTH SALT LAKE, UTAH; HER SISTER, ROBIN GUMBRECHT; AND
15 GRANDCHILDREN.



SHE WAS PRECEDED IN DEATH BY HER PARENTS; HER
GRANDDAUGHTER, ALONA LIMON; AND HER HUSBAND, GARY
MATSUDA.



Cemetery Details

Pleasant Grove City Cemetery

500 North 100 West
Pleasant Grove, UT 84062

Previous Events
Viewing

MAR 27. 10:00 AM - 10:45 AM (MT)

Manila 10th Ward
3396 North 900 West
Pleasant Grove, UT 84062

Funeral Service

MAR 27. 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM (MT)

Manila 10th Ward
3396 North 900 West
Pleasant Grove, UT 84062



Tribute Wall

Jodee was a special friend, and | miss her. We moved into the
Cofttages about the same time. | have many memories of time spent
with her. Her funeral was beautiful and uplifting.

Suzanne White - March 30 at 09:10 AM
| feel so grateful to call Jarom a friend. | am so sorry for your
family's loss. You will be in my prayers. You had a beautiful service

honoring your mother.

Allen Frost - March 27 at 01:45 PM



