Laurie Beck Russell
October 12, 1959 - October 27, 2025

Laurie Beck Russell was born October 12th,1959 in American Fork, Utah to
Larry and Joy Beck. She was the second of five daughters and grew up
playing barbies with her sisters, camping with her grandparents, and finding
spare change to go buy treats at the Pink Lady shop at the nearby hospital.
She loved going to her grandma’s house where her mom and aunts would sit
and chat in the shade while all the kids played. Her family loved holidays and
had many fun traditions, usually involving food, that she continued when she
became a mother.

She attended American Fork High School where she participated in pep club
and drill team. She graduated in 1977 and then attended Snow College,
where she was a cheerleader. She met her husband Jonathan Russell in
February 1983 and they both knew pretty instantaneously it was meant to be.
They were married on September 8th,1983 in the Salt Lake Temple. They
raised their four children in Murray, Utah and she loved watching them do the
things they loved. She was their #1 supporter and did everything in her power
to help them succeed. She spent many years working at The Gap in Fashion
Place Mall and as a paraeducator at Liberty Elementary School. She loved
her time working and cherished the friendships she made in those
communities.

Laurie loved reading, shopping (for herself and for her grandkids), cooking



with her daughter Jenna, watching Korean dramas, getting her morning
exercise in, walking our dog Violet, riding bikes and playing cards or dominoes
with her husband Jonathan, and most of all she loved spending time with her
five grandkids - she couldn’t get enough of them. We lovingly called her the
queen of FOMO, because the gal loved to attend any and all soirées, she was
a social butterfly and even started the neighborhood book club. She was
always so excited to travel abroad with our family each year, a tradition started
by her daughter and son-in-law, Emma and Isaac. Seeing new things and
eating delicious food brought her so much happiness. This year she very
joyfully exclaimed, “I am so excited to be here, I'm so lucky!” and the entire
time, no matter how much walking or how hot it got, she was happy and
grateful to be there.

She was diligent and determined in all that she did, especially when it came to
fighting her cancer. Her son Dallin was her biggest ally in finding natural
remedies to accompany her treatments at Huntsman, all of which she did with
a smile, because she believed that with faith and dedication, miracles do
happen. Her husband Jonathan was a dedicated caregiver, never complaining
and always wanting to be by her side to support her every step of the way. He
did whatever he could to make her happy and comfortable, and even as
things got more difficult and the appointments more frequent over her last few
months, all he wanted was to see her better, comfortable, and happy.

In her final days she often called herself “a goof” and what a goofy gal she
was - she kept us laughing until the end. She was the strength that kept us all
going after losing our baby brother, Collin. And somehow, after all the trials
she was given, she managed to be the brightest light in every room. She
radiated love, compassion, and acceptance for everyone she met. She was
the definition of beauty and grace, and her example of never ending faith and
trust in the Lord was what kept our family going during our hardest times.



It is difficult to comprehend that mere weeks before her health took such a
sudden turn, she was up in the morning working out, traveling to St. George to
watch her husband play basketball in the Senior Games, celebrating her 66th
birthday and still pushing through her nightly walks. After being diagnosed
with ovarian cancer in May of 2019 (only five months after losing her youngest
son, Collin), we were told she had 5 years. We were blessed to keep her for
nearly 7, and through it all, somehow she did it with a smile. It wasn’t until the
second half of this year that she developed a serious case of lymphedema,
causing extreme discomfort and greatly decreasing her quality of life, leading
us to later learn that her cancer had rapidly spread. She fought hard for many
days, holding on until all of her children and her husband could be with her as
she joined her many loved ones on the other side. We find great comfort
knowing she is with her beloved Collin again.

Laurie is survived by her husband Jonathan Russell, her children Emma
(Isaac) Westwood, Jenna Russell, and Dallin (Paula) Russell, her
grandchildren Elliott, vy, Penny, Theo and Ruby Westwood, father Larry Beck,
and her sisters Natalie (Kevin) Brooks, Christie (Blaine) Bateman, Tammie
Larson, and Tiffanie (Jeff) Benson. She is preceded in death by her mother
Joy Beck, son Collin Russell and nephew Brian Thaut.

Funeral services will be held on Saturday November 1, 2025 at 12pm at The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints meetinghouse at 1102 S Center
Street Midway, Utah 84049. A gathering of family & friends will be held from
10-11:30am prior to the funeral at the same location. Interment will follow at
3:30pm at the Murray City Cemetery 5490 S Vine St, Murray, UT 84107.
Please join us to celebrate Laurie’s life.

Laurie’s family would like to thank her oncologist Dr. Theresa Werner, the
many dedicated and loving caregivers at Huntsman Cancer Institute who



cared for her throughout her cancer journey and especially those who took
care of her in her final days in the Huntsman Intensive Care Unit.

Topic: Laurie Russell Funeral Service

Time: Nov 1, 2025 11:45 AM Mountain Time (US and Canada)

Join Zoom Meeting
https://usO6web.zoom.us/j/815679674327?pwd=EYoSeSd7im9QaVVSnW2enL
1pwlCGNU. 1

Meeting ID: 815 6796 7432

Passcode: 790648

Join instructions
https://us06web.zoom.us/meetings/81567967432/invitations?signature=DB6U
[4uLufNwaulXHfiaSynFTm7wRLjD0aLtUS0Jmzs



Cemetery Details

Murray City Cemetery

5490 S Vine Street
Murray, UT

Previous Events
Visitation

NOV 1. 10:00 AM - 11:30 AM (MT)

Deer Creek Building
1102 South Center Street
Midway, UT 84049

Funeral Service

NOV 1. 12:00 PM - 1:00 PM (MT)

Deer Creek Building
1102 South Center Street
Midway, UT 84049

Graveside Service

NOV 1. 3:30 PM - 4:30 PM (MT)

Murray City Cemetery
5490 S Vine Street
Murray, UT






Tribute Wall

Joy , Laurie’s Mother use to babysit me. | am Tiffanie’s friend and
age. | remember thinking at a very young age WOW! Look at all
these beautiful 5 girls in one family! They are all stunning , talented
girls! Laurie is so kind and loving! She is such a beautiful person
inside and out! | am so sorry for your loss! | wish | could be to her
funeral! | love you Beck Beauties! ¢° ]

Nicole Barney - October 30, 2025 at 04:49 PM

Laurie was my beautiful big sister. One of my fondest memories
was when | was 13 she would invite me for sleepovers at her
apartment in Provo on weekends. She would take me with her to do
her aerobics class at The Palace. | remember her in stylish workout
gear and feeling so proud to be there with her.

After we would go back to her apartment and eat string cheese,
grapes and Wheat Thins and watch a movie. The next morning she
would take me to Perkins for pancakes. | will miss you Laurie.
Tiffanie Benson

Tffanie Benson - October 30, 2025 at 12:06 AM

I love you Tiff

Nicole Barney - October 30, 2025 at 04:49 PM

From Nicole Taylor Barney

Nicole Barney - October 30, 2025 at 04:50 PM



Jonathan I’'m so sorry to hear this. | remember so well back at the
beginning how crazy in love you were. Such a pair and while
DeeAnna and | have been away from you both for many years we
love you guys! All our best we go out of town tomorrow so are sorry
we can’t be there. Let’s get together when things quiet down. Take
care my friend. Don & DeeAnna Barlow

Don Barlow - October 29, 2025 at 09:29 PM

Laurie is my niece. | was 5 yeats old when she was born. And, my
greatest joy was playing with Natalie and Laurie whenever they
visited my parents - her grandparents- Verl and Beth Warburton.
There was an orchard adjacent to our home and | teased Natalie
and Laurie endlessly about the fairies who lived there. | think they
were a little afraid of the mythical fairies. Laurie was tiny, sweet, and
curious taking in my unwelcome antics with wide open eyes and
belief. As we grew up we grew apart but | knew Laurie was always
there and it was a joy to see her marry Jonathan and raise the most
beautiful family my eyes have ever seen. She was so beautiful and
genuinely sweet as a mother and wife. Her faith in Heavenly Father
was beyond measure. It took my breath away reading her beautiful
Facebook posts. Six years ago my dear daughter Shannon was
diagnosed with an incurable auto immune disease-interstitial lung
disease. As her health declined Laurie.reached out to me often to
see how Shannon was doing. And, when Shannon died on
September 14, 2025 Laurie reached out to offer her support and
love. Her last 2 messages to me were right after and within 2 weeks
of Shannon's death. Her words of comfort and understanding will
forever mean the world to me. Laurie, please find Shannon in
Heaven and embrace her for me. | will miss both of you every day
and imagine you connecting with Shannon to share a mothers
love..Just as you stayed connected to me. Thank you Laurie for
everything. Blessings to your family. Aunt Ker iHarper Eddy.

Keri Harper - October 29, 2025 at 08:10 PM



