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July 2, 1945 - May 6, 2016

Rebeccca Lee Mitoray Woodbury
1945-2016

Rebecca Lee Mitoray Woodbury passed way at age 70 in Lehi, Utah on May
6, 2016 due to complications of the flu which included viral encephalitis,
pneumonia, and sepsis.

Life support and extensive medical efforts were not successful. She departed
this life to be reunited in passing with other beloved family and friends.

Rebecca was born July 2, 1945 in Chicago, lllinois and is the daughter of
Mitchell Mitoray and Mary Barbara Cerny Mitoray.

As a young child she was hospitalized with whooping cough and later survived
scarlet fever along with the other childhood illnesses typical of the times.

She credited her paternal Polish heritage for her mix of stamina,
determination, and fun-loving nature. Becky and her father were certainly
kindred spirits.

Her maternal side was part Czech. This heritage was a mix of industry, family
cohesiveness, love of music, and Roman Catholic tradition.



The French/English heritage was artistic, intuitive, detail oriented, academic,
inventive, and industrious. It was this line of ancestors who lived on the
Channel Islands off the coast of France, joined the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints and pioneered their way to the West.

What a mix!

Elder Russel M. Ballard stated: “The Lord knows all the details. When he does
judge us, | feel he will take all things into consideration: our genetic and
chemical makeup, our mental state, our intellectual capacity, the teachings we
have received, the traditions of our fathers, our health, and so forth.” We will
all welcome the mercy and fair justice of our Lord and Savior.

At the age of 3, Becky and her older brother Roger traveled from Chicago with
their mother Mary and grandmother Irene Meservy Cerny to Provo, Utah in a
car driven by Aunt Julia (Mary’s sister).

Julia was to be married in the Salt Lake Temple. Mitchell stayed in Chicago to
sell the Mitoray home and join the family in Provo. Here they stayed.

Becky attended Provost Elementary, Farrer Jr. High and Provo High School. In
August 1968 she graduated from BYU with a Bachelor of Science Degree in
Business Education with a double minor in accounting and economics.

Becky was quite social and enjoyed friendships and relative connections.
Playing pick-up sticks, jacks, and board games were favorite pass times with
cousins.

She would often visit a friend working at Walgreens Drug Store (once located
at the corner of Center and University Ave in Provo). Walgreens was fun and



so 50’s. It had a lunch counter and swivel seats. Becky would sit at the
luncheon counter and order her favorite combination of cottage cheese,
pineapple, and potato chips.

Mother Mary was very organized and frugal and appreciated an orderly and
clean home. Becky was diligent with house chores.

Her least favorite chore was baseboard cleaning. This included using the
vacuum crevice tool to clean every room where the carpet met the baseboard.

Like her mother, she didn’t mind doing the laundry and very much enjoyed
fluffy, clean towels. Everything was folded neatly and always a clean
bathroom.

The 4th of July remained her favorite holiday. When younger, her parents
owned a boat, so after the Provo parade, friends and relatives would gather
for water skiing, picnic, and evening fireworks.

In 1971 Becky married Arthur Woodbury. For a while the couple had a military
life, so there were many moves around the country including Mississippi and
California. Other work took them to Idaho, and back to Utah. Art and Becky
divorced in 1986.

They had four children: Wendy (Daryl) Wise, Jill Woodbury Peck, Tony
Woodbury, and Lyndsie Woodbury Miles. Pregnancies and deliveries were
unusually difficult for Becky with complications and health issues challenging
normal recovery.

As a single parent Becky settled into a home near her parents in the
Grandview area of Provo. Her parents and other relatives were a significant



help.

Her employment experience was extensive as she taught in the Murray,
Alpine, Jordan, and Provo School Districts and was a department secretary
(1985-1990) at Utah Valley University (known then as Utah Valley State
College).

Becky retired as a teacher from Springville High School in the Nebo School
District (1995-2010). She was one who understood the struggling student.
After retirement she would periodically substitute teach.

Becky had the desire to travel. One of her dreams was to visit her ancestral
countries—especially Poland She never made those trips, but she did brave a
solo travel to Russia to greet Tony at the conclusion of his mission.

One very memorable occasion occurred August 2012 when Becky and cousin
Cindy invited cousin Carmen to visit and take a family history trip to Idaho to
see where their mother’s were born and lived before father John Cerny
decided to take his family back to his hometown of Chicago—which was so
unlike ldaho. But, that’s another story.

The cousins had not seen each other in over 50 years. Carmen grew up in
Chicago and was residing in Princeton, New Jersey. She had traveled the
world, but had never been out West. She was excited to see sagebrush.
Becky and Cindy assured her she would get her fill of sage brush.

Little did they anticipate Becky’s passing. That cousins’ reunion would be the
last in this life time.

Reflecting on various moves in Becky’s life, she began to feel restless with her
location in Grandview. Becky enjoyed Provo Canyon and purchased a



home/cabin in South Fork. There were unexpected challenges with Canyon
living.

She then moved to Pleasant Grove, then to Cedar Hills, and had recently
moved into a newly built home in Saratoga Springs. Becky was in the process
of unpacking boxes when she became very ill.

A blessing given to Becky came with a promise that her worldly affairs would
be taken care of, and she would be given the choice to stay or go. Becky
never regained consciousness. In time it was obvious that given the mortal
options and circumstances, and most likely a glimpse of heaven, she chose
the transition from this life to the next—a rebirth; a new life.

Her concerns about family here will continue, but nurturing will be achieved
from a loftier sphere. She is in company with other loved ones who also share
an interest in the well-being of their posterity.

Rebecca was preceded in death by her parents and other beloved relatives.
She is survived by her children, 14 grandchildren, brother Roger, nephew
Kevin and several cousins and friends.

Funeral services will be held Wednesday May 11, 2016 at 11:00 a.m. at the
Jordan Willows 7th Ward located at 2161 West Grays Drive, Lehi, Utah.
Viewing/visitation will be held Tuesday from 6-8 p.m. at the church and again
on Wednesday from 9:30-10;30 a.m. prior to funeral services. Burial will be at
the Provo City Cemetery. Serenity Funeral Home in Draper, Utah is assisting
with services. Condolences may be sent by way of www.serenityfhs.com



Previous Events
Viewing

MAY 10. 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM (MT)

Jordan Willows 7th
2161 W Grays Drive
Lehi, UT

Interment

MAY 11. 1:00 PM - 1:30 PM (MT)

Provo City Cemetery
610 Sout State Street
Provo, UT

Viewing

MAY 11. 9:30 AM - 10:30 AM (MT)

Jordan Willows 7th
2161 W Grays Drive
Lehi, UT

Funeral Service

MAY 11. 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM (MT)

Jordan Willows 7th
2161 W Grays Drive
Lehi, UT



Tribute Wall

Rebecca Lee Woodbury

October 05, 2023 at 07:49 PM

From a professional/career standpoint she was excellent. From a
more personal standpoint she fought hard with mental and physical
health challenges from which she will now find relief. My hope is
that her family will heal. She would want that.

Cousin Cindy - May 14, 2016 at 11:28 AM

Thank you for your love and support through everything, Cindy.

Lyndsie Miles - May 17, 2016 at 09:18 AM

I will always have fond memories of my visit in August 2012 for a
cousins' reunion and family history trip to Idaho. | am glad that | had
that time with Becky.

Carmen - May 14, 2016 at 11:20 AM

Carmen, thank you for your love. | know she had fond memories as
well.

Lyndsie Miles - May 17, 2016 at 09:18 AM



Becky Woodbury taught Business classes at Springville High. | am
a Math teacher here and was here when Becky taught and then
retired. | really appreciated her good work and calm attitude. She
was always kind to me and had a good listening ear. | had no idea
she was ill and am completely surprised by this news. She was a
great lady and friend. My deepest sympathy to her family members.
She will be missed by me and many here who knew her. So glad to
have known her in my life's journey here at SHS. My best to all of
you at this difficult time.

Sincerely,

Chris Frossard

Chris Frossard - May 12, 2016 at 04:33 PM

Chris, thank you for sharing your sweet memories and condolences. It
brings her family so much comfort.

Lyndsie Miles - May 17, 2016 at 09:30 AM

There was a side to Becky that not everyone witnessed. Count
yourself blessed that all you saw was someone who was
inspirational and wonderful.

Wendy - May 12, 2016 at 03:42 PM

Hugs to you, Wendy. Love you.

Lyndsie Miles - May 17, 2016 at 09:31 AM



Mrs. Woodbury was one of my great teachers that helped me
navigate high school. | remember when she shared the computer
lab with Mrs. White or at least walls and she would let me stay after
school to learn about how to network computers. She would stay
late just to let us learn more in that lab. | haven't been able to stop
by in a number of years to let her know how much she helped me
succeed. I'm a company commander in charge of 63 Soldiers and
14 M2A2 main battle tanks sitting on the brink of taking a second
command with greater responsibilities. She was an inspirational
teacher that help break me out of my quiet shell that helped me gain
confidence to get to where | am now. She will be greatly missed.

Khemmer Porter - May 11, 2016 at 12:36 PM

Khemmer, thank you for sharing. | remember her saying she actually
liked staying late for students like you who were wanting to work hard.

Lyndsie Miles - May 17, 2016 at 09:33 AM

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Rebecca Lee Woodbury.

May 10, 2016 at 01:56 AM

Please accept my condolences, as a student of her's for 3 years |
had many great memories and will always remember her as a
mentor and a friend. -Michael Lingwall

Michael Lingwall - May 10, 2016 at 12:58 AM


https://www.serenityfhs.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4265&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.serenityfhs.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4265&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

She spoke fondly of you, Michael. Thank you for sharing.

Lyndsie Miles - May 17, 2016 at 09:33 AM

Gales, Hansens, Hansen, Valverde Cousins
purchased the Country Basket Blooms for the
family of Rebecca Lee Woodbury.

Gales, Hansens, Hansen, Valverde Cousins - May 09, 2016 at
07:10 PM

Becky is a wonderful woman with a HUGE heart. Her children are
her biggest reward to her. She loves them unconditionally and has
always worried about them. | never spent time with her that she
didn't share her love for each one. | am grateful to have her as a
dear friend and for her example of hard work, love, and service.
May her children and family be blessed with the love of the Savior at
this very difficult time. May He bless you with peace and help you
feel Becky near.

Connie Pond - May 09, 2016 at 01:43 PM

Connie, thank you for sharing you experiences with my Mom, and your
testimony of our Savior. Hugs and well wishes. Thank you for being her
friend.

Lyndsie Miles - May 17, 2016 at 09:43 AM


https://www.serenityfhs.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.serenityfhs.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

| wanted to write and offer my condolences to Becky's family. |
worked with Becky as a fellow business and marketing teacher at
Springville High. Last time | saw her was a couple of years ago.
Becky and | made an instant connection because she knew my
brother Mike--from the singles activities.

Your mother was a wonderful woman. | consider her my friend and |
enjoyed our association over the years.

My condolences to you all. | promise you that you will see your
mother again.

Glen

Glen Bailey - May 09, 2016 at 01:25 PM

Glen, thank you for sharing. | know she considered you a friend as
well. | know | will see her one day. Glorious and perfect.

Lyndsie Miles - May 17, 2016 at 09:45 AM



