
Talite Fe'ofo'ofani Lapu'aho
February 17, 1951 - June 28, 2015

Our loving father Talite Fe’ofo’ofani Lapu’aho 64 passed away peacefully on
Sunday June 28, 2015 in West Valley City, UT. Talite was born February 17,
1951 in Vaini Tongatapu Tonga to Minoneti and Fine Apihala Lapu’aho. Talite
married Lesieli Ongokovi Filimoe’atu on June 7, 1973 in Nuku’alofa Tonga.
Their marriage was later solemnized in the Los Angeles LDS Temple on
September 2, 1978. 

 

Talite comes from a family of 11 siblings he was the 3rd youngest. Talite’s
father Apihala mentored him in the Tongan culture growing up. Talite would do
anything that would make his parents proud. He attended Liahona High
School and was very active in sports. He participated in rugby, track and field,
but his favorite was volleyball. In the mid-60s he was chosen to be the captain
for Princess Pilolevu volleyball team. Talite joined the Tongan army and
served 4 years. During this time Talite served for a year as one of the royal
bodyguards for the King. Talite and Lesieli served an LDS mission together
from 1974 to 1976 throughout the islands of Tonga. During their mission
Lesieli gave birth to their oldest son Samipeni, they also had their 2nd oldest
son Taniela who they laid to rest in Koulo in 1976. In 1978 Talite moved from
Tonga to Hawaii to California to meet with his wife and sons Samipeni and
Mark. In 1979 Talite moved his family to Utah where he worked various jobs
up to 3 jobs at a time saving money until he was able to purchase his home in
West Valley. During this time Talite continued lifting and body building. They



lived in Utah for 5 years, before moving back to California. In 1988 he met the
CEO of gold’s gym and was given a free membership. He trained and met
other lifters who were from a wrestling camp, he was invited to join the camp
and pursue a wrestling career where he was given the wrestling name
“Golden Bear”. His wife and children were his biggest fans. After a couple of
years he moved his family back to Utah to raise his children. Due to his
diabetes in 2006 his foot was amputated and he began dialysis treatments 3
times a week. Talite received a kidney transplant in March 2015. In the end it
was his heart that couldn’t keep fighting. Talite had a passion for life and was
a simple family man. He honored the chance of representing his family name
Apihala at Tongan functions or any time he was given the opportunity to
speak. He enjoyed taking his family to reunions. He loved deeply and
truthfully. His family and the gospel of the LDS church were the two most
important things in his life. He enjoyed spending time with his family and
supporting his grandchildren in all they did. He loved giving pep talks to his
grandchildren no matter the age. One thing we will all remember from our
father and grandfather are the words of council he would humbly share. 

Talite is preceded in death by his parents, his son Taniela, and his brothers
Sione and Saia. He is survived by his wife, children; Peioneti (Laai) Lui,
Samipeni (Kelly), Tevita (Niki) Pela, Mark (Stacy), Meliame (Jason) Nydegger,
Ana (Jace), Mino (Mekiloni) Kofe, Ruby (Isaiah) Auelua, Siope (Kariana), and
grandchildren; PJ, Beto, Adrienne, Leslie, Wyate, Leia, Weylin, Talei, Joeli,
Manasa, Talite, Kenya, Morgan, Ongomay, Melina, Benson, Dee, Lolo,
Semise, Petisi, Sam, Pamela, Sila and many nieces and nephews. 

 

Funeral Services will be held Friday July 3rd at the LDS North Tongan Stake
Center 4440 W. 3325 S. West Valley City, UT. Family Program will be from 8-
10 AM. Funeral services will follow from 11-12. Burial will take place at the
Valley View Cemetery 4335 W. 4100 S. West Valley City, UT at 1PM, under
the direction of Peni Malohifo'ou of Serenity Funeral Home. 



On behalf of Talite we would like to thank all those at Liberty Dialysis Oquirrh
Center who provided care to Talite for 4 years and to all his friends he made
while receiving dialysis. We would also like to thank the doctors, nurses and
staff and Intermountain Medical Center. Talite had many friends from the
community and the church that would visit him from and for that we are
thankful. 

 

Please share memories and condolences at www.serenityfhs.com



Cemetery Details

Valley View Cemetery

4400 W 4100 S
West Valley City, UT

Previous Events

Family Viewing

JUL 3. 8:00 AM - 10:00 AM (MT)

Tongan North Stake Center
3350 South 4440 West
Salt Lake City, UT

Funeral Service

JUL 3. 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM (MT)

Tongan North Stake Center
3350 South 4440 West
Salt Lake City, UT
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Talite Fe'ofo'ofani Lapu'aho



OUR FAMILY THE FILIMOE'ATU HAVE LOST A GREAT MAN,
NOT ONLY HE ALWAYS PUT IN HIS WORDS OF ADVISE BUT HE
IS THERE ALL TIME WITH OUR FAMILY GATHERINGS. I
REMEMBERED WHERE ONGO AND SAMIPENI CAME TO
AMERICA AND LIVED WITH MY FAMILY IN ONTARIO,
CA..TALITE WAS STILL IN TONGA GETTING HIS PAPERS
TOGETHER...I KNEW MY LITTLE SISTER ALWAYS CRIED
HERSELF TO SLEEP. TALITE FINALLY CAME AND EVENTUALLY
THEY MOVED HERE TO SLC, UTAH. TALITE WAS A VERY
HANDSOME, NICE LOOKING MAN AND MY SISTER, ALWAYS
MAKE SURE THAT TALITE LOOKS HIS BEST AT ALL TIMES.
ONGO LOVES TO SEW MATCHING ATTIRE FOR THEM AND
THEY ALWAYS LOOK STUNNING WHERE EVER THEY GO. 
TALITE I SALUTE YOU, FOR ALL THE LOVE AND SUPPORT
YOU HAVE GIVEN MY FAMILY, FOR THE ALL THE KIND WORDS
YOU HAVE SHARED WITH ME, MY HUSBAND AND CHILDREN.
WHEN YOU HAD YOUR KIDNEY TRANSPLANT AND CANNOT
GO DANCING, I TOLD MY SISTER ONGO, THAT'S OK, WE CAN
ALL GO DANCING IN OCT. AT THE CONFERENCE DANCE. IT
WAS ONLY A WISH AND NOW YOU GONE, MAY WE TAKE
YOUR WIFE DANCING WITH US PLEASE WITH YOUR
PERMISSION. WE WILL MISS ALL THE FUN TIMES WE ALL HAD
TOGETHER, THE LAST TIME WE WENT TO DINNER AT IHOP
AFTER THE CONFERENCE DANCE LAST YEAR. 

 WHAT I REALLY MEANT TO SAY "TALITE" WE LOVE AND MISS
YOU, MY HUSBAND IS TAKING IT VERY, VERY HARD...YOU
ARE HIS BUDDY, FAKAKATA, FAKAPANGOPANGO...NOW HE
HAS NO ONE TO TEASE SALESI AND SITANI, OR LUPENI AND
NOFO. ALU AKOE MASII APIHALA...FAKAMOLEMOLE'I ANGE
AU MOE HOA MOE FANAU KAPAU OKU MAU TONOUNOU ATU. 

 TALITE ASKED MAAKE AND I WHEN ARE WE RETURNING
BACK TO UTAH TO STAY BECAUSE HE IS SO TA'ELATA, HE
WANTS HIS PARTNER IN CRIMES BACK, KE FAI 'ENA
LONGOA'A..I DID PROMISE HIM WE ARE RETURNING SOON,
AND WITH A SIGHT..PEA PEHE MAI LEVA AE TANGATA, "OKU
OU ONGO'I LEVA OKU OU LATA...KE HA'U A MAAKE KE FAI



ST

Sisilia Tuatonga - July 01, 2015 at 03:52 AM

'EMA PO TALANOA"...NOW ITS A LITTLE TOO LATE...IT IS NOW
4:41 AM AND I AM STILL UP, REMEBERING THE LITTLE THINGS
THAT MEANT A LOT TO THIS GREAT BIG GIANT...THE
HANDSOME "GOLDEN BEAR OF CALIFORNIA" AND NONE, I
MEAN NONE OF HIS KIDS CAME CLOSE TO HIS LOOKS OR HIS
HEIGHT, MAYBE UATE DOES...SAMIPENI ONCE DID LOOK LIKE
HIM BUT NOW I DON'T KNOW. 

 OFA ATU TALITE FE'OFO'OFANI LAPU'AHO OF THE
HUFANGALUPE, YOU WILL BE GREATLY MISSED..... LOVE
ALWAYS .SISILIA & MAAKE TUATONGA & FAMILY

Sipola Tuatonga/Filemu - July 01, 2015 at 01:00 AM

Share a memory of Talite Fe'ofo'ofani Lapu'aho or send
condolences to the family.

ST

Sipola Tuatonga/Filemu - July 01, 2015 at 01:13 AM

My fondest memories of Uncle Talite was during 
 his prime as "Golden Bear". He was a jokester with a funny laugh. I

was proud to be in his corner as " Golden Bears assistant!.. He was a
loving giant that raised his kids myself included with a no nonsense
strictly by the old school book way!. I'm grateful for his example and
love felt throughout my childhood and adult life as an older sister to
Skinny,Sumo, Mariam,Pesi,Mino, Blackie & Tyka!. Rest in  Golden
Bear! Ofa Atu Always, Sipola Mereille Lakeikakala Tuatonga-Filemu.


